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October 5, 2016 

 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

 

 

In anticipation of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 

testing that will occur in the spring of 2017, the New Jersey Department of Education has once again 

asked school districts to identify testing conditions, materials, or accessibility features and 

accommodations that are needed for students in taking a PARCC assessment. This collection of student 

information is known as the PARCC Personal Needs Profile (PNP). 

  

Attached to this correspondence is information pertaining to the Student Personal Needs Profile, 

that you can elect to provide input on.  

 

Thank you for all you do on behalf of your children.  Please be in touch with your child’s school 

principal or my office if we can answer any questions you may have. 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Damian Pappa 

Director of Data, Assessment and Accountability 

Montgomery Township School District 
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PARCC Personal Needs Profile (PNP)  

 

The Personal Needs Profile is a collection of student information regarding a student’s testing 

condition, materials, or accessibility features and accommodations that are needed to take a PARCC 

assessment. Student’s with IEP’s, 504 Plans and English Language Learners (ELL’s) are entitled to 

accommodations for the PARCC assessments. In addition, all students are entitled to accessibility 

features for the PARCC assessments.   

   

 On the PARCC computer-based assessments, accessibility features are tools or preferences that 

can be used by any student taking the PARCC assessments (i.e., students with and without disabilities, 

gifted students, English learners, and English learners with disabilities). Since the accessibility features 

are intended for all students, they are not classified as accommodations.  

The list of available PARCC accessibility features as well as accommodations is provided in the 

PARCC Accessibility Features and Accommodations Manual  http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-

accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual, This manual differentiates those accessibility 

features that are available onscreen to all students, and those that must be identified in advance via a 

Personal Needs Profile. 

A relatively small number of students will require additional accessibility features for their 

particular needs that must be identified in advance in a Personal Needs Profile: Answer Masking; 

Color Contrast/ changing the background or font color onscreen; Student Reading Assessment Aloud to 

Him or Herself; listening to Text-to-Speech for the Mathematics Assessments; or Human Reader or 

Human Signer for the Mathematics Assessments.  

 

According to PARCC, recent research suggests that providing too many tools onscreen may lead 

to ineffective use of the tools provided and/or an impact on a student’s test performance. Furthermore, 

according to PARCC, the on-off controls for these features might distract some students if they were 

shown onscreen, or interfere with other features or accommodations. Therefore, some accessibility 

features will be selected ahead of time and included in a student’s PNP. 

 

Student Personal Needs Profiles for spring 2017 testing are currently being created.  If a parent 

would like to contribute input to their child’s PNP, please notify via email your child’s guidance 

counselor, case manager or ELL teacher (grades 3-12) by October 14, 2016.  Below are links that will 

allow you to view the PARCC accessibility features. 

 

 

http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
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The TestNav App is required and free for Chromebooks and iPad and Android tablets (search for 

TestNav on the Android app store), as well as all Linux implementations.  
http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/practice-tests/do-you-have-the-right-device 

 

This link provides a tutorial of some of the accessibility features and accommodations for the 

PARCC assessments: http://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/ 

 

If you select to view a practice test and want to view accessibility features please click on this 

link: http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/ 

 

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/testnav/mdmkkicfmmkgmpkmkdikhlbggogpicma
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/testnav/id818779127?mt=8
http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/practice-tests/do-you-have-the-right-device
http://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/
http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/

